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LIVE EXPORT — EMANUEL EXPORTS — PROSECUTION 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.03 pm]: 
Last week, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development charged Emanuel Exports and 
two of its directors with cruelty to animals under the state’s Animal Welfare Act 2002. The charges allege that 
unnecessary harm was caused to sheep that died from heat stress on a voyage from Fremantle to the Middle East 
in August 2017. A total of 2 400 sheep died throughout that voyage. The decision to prosecute follows 
a comprehensive 18-month investigation by compliance officers within DPIRD, which began prior to the broader 
media coverage of the incident. DPIRD has advice from the State Solicitor’s Office that both the state and federal 
governments have jurisdiction over these issues. The federal Export Control Act 1982, the Export Control 
(Animals) Order 2004 and the Australian Standards for the Export of Livestock make it explicit that operations of 
state or territory laws can coexist with federal laws. Although the preference would be for the federal government to 
lead on this matter, the department has an obligation to pursue potential breaches under the WA Animal Welfare Act. 
A recent extensive federal government investigation into allegations of payment for animal cruelty footage did not 
uncover any evidence to suggest that the video footage obtained in 2017 by crew members was contrived, or that 
ventilation or fans had been turned off to distress the livestock. It should be noted that the charges do not rely 
exclusively on the footage in any event. 
Additionally, last week the federal government extended the northern summer pause on live sheep exports to the 
Middle East by three weeks, to 22 September 2019. This decision is based on strong scientific climate data and 
takes into account the importance of risk management to the ongoing viability of the trade. In the Middle East, 
September remains as hot and humid, if not more so, as June, and it has historically experienced the third highest 
monthly sheep mortality rates after July and August. The state government supports the federal government’s 
decision. This is about managing risk. The WA sheep industry cannot afford another heat stress event on board 
a live export ship. September is not normally a month in which WA farmers rely on live exports. On average, only 
seven per cent of the live export trade has been in September. WA wool and sheepmeat are attracting record prices, 
with strong demand across the globe creating new opportunities for sheep farmers outside of the live export trade. 
Our government will continue to work with industry to ensure a strong future for sheep farmers. 
 


	LIVE EXPORT — EMANUEL EXPORTS — PROSECUTION
	Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food


